Every Christian Must Say “NO” to Pharisaical Practices!
In Acts 7:2-53 Stephen Reveals Four Practices of the Religious Zealot that will Result in Disaster for anyone who holds to them:
1.   Legalistically Limiting God to a Certain Place
      A.   God’s presence with Abraham, vs. 2-8

· Stephen wants to make it clear that God appeared to Abraham, and guided Abraham, and blessed Abraham when there was no temple.  Abraham didn’t need the temple to be close to God.
B. God’s presence with Joseph, vs. 9-16
· God was with him: Again, Stephen is emphasizing the spiritual 
       presence of God with Joseph all the time.  Joseph did not need to 
       go to the temple to be close to God.  There was no temple!  
       Instead, God was with him all the time.
C. God’s presence with Moses at the burning bush, vs. 30-36
· Even though Israel had rejected Moses and his leadership, God appointed Moses with unmistakable signs, including the burning bush in the wilderness.
· God’s appearance to Moses at the burning bush is important to 
       Stephen, because it shows that God’s presence is not limited to the 
       temple.  God is bigger than the temple, and Moses did not need the 
       temple to be close to God.
       D.   God’s Presence in the Tabernacle, and later, the Temple, vs. 44-50
                        -    Our fathers had the tabernacle . . . Solomon built Him a house: 
                            Stephen’s point is that the presence of the tabernacle or the temple  

                            did not keep them from rejecting God and His special messengers.
· However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made with 
       hands: Stephen confronts their idolatry of the temple.  In doing so, 
       they tried to confine God within the temple.  But God is too big to 
       fit in any temple man could make.
Many Christians do the same thing.  It may be the worship of a church building or
the confinement of God to one place.  In other words, the only place they meet God is
at the church.  As far as they are concerned, God is absent from the rest of their
lives.  God may as well only live at the church!

God is No Respecter of Places!
2.   Rejecting Anyone who Comes in God’s Name if they do not    

      Meet with their Approval or Recommendation
A.   Israel’s Rejection of Joseph, vs. 9-16

                     -      Stephen mentions the story of Joseph, because he is a picture        

                             of Jesus, in that the sons of Israel rejected Joseph, who later 
                             became a “savior” (and the only possible savior) for them.

You people have a habit of rejecting the saviors God

sends to you.  Why don’t you wake up and stop rejecting Jesus?

       B.   Israel’s Rejection of Moses, vs. 17-29; 37-43
· Moses is a picture of Jesus, who was favored by God from birth and miraculously preserved in childhood and was mighty in words and deeds.

· He supposed that his brethren would have understood that God 
       would deliver them by his hand, but they did not understand: 
       When Moses offered deliverance to Israel, he was rejected, 
       and rejected with spite, with Israel denying that he had any 
       right to be a ruler and a judge over them.

You have rejected Jesus, who was like Moses yet greater than him, and you deny that Jesus has any right to be a ruler and a judge over you.

                         -     Moses promised that there would come after him another   

                              Prophet and warned that Israel should take special care to 
                              listen to this coming Prophet.  But just like Israel rejected 
                              Moses, so they are rejecting Jesus, who is the Prophet Moses 
                              spoke of.
Are you rejecting Jesus Christ?  Have you received Him as your deliverer, as the one who can save you?

· In their hearts they turned back to Egypt . . . and they made a 
       calf in those days: Israel continued to reject Moses, even after 
       God had demonstrated that he was their deliverer.

· In their rejection of Moses and the God who sent him, Israel 
       turned instead to corrupt idols, bringing upon themselves 
       judgment (Amos 5:25-27). 
If we reject Jesus, what will we be given up to?
  C.  Israel’s Rejection of the Prophets and Ultimately Jesus, vs. 52

                  -     They persecuted and murdered them.
                     -      They did the same to Jesus.
Rejecting God’s Messenger is Rejecting God Himself!
3. Holding to Traditions of Men instead of Surrendering to God’s Will
A.    He calls them “stiff-necked”, vs. 51
        - stubborn, hard-headed
            B.    He calls them “uncircumcised” in heart and ear, vs. 51
                    - unconverted

      C.     He tells them “you have not kept it”, the law they so 
               zealously worship, vs. 53
· the appearance of godliness but denying the power thereof
· 2 Timothy 3:5

· Titus 1:16
It is Impossible for Old Wineskins to Hold New Wine!

      4.   Evangelizing only at the Church Building
A.  Because God must dwell only in the Temple then that is where 

      everyone must come if they want to worship Him, vs. 44-50
Go into all the World and Evangelize!
Do YOU reject God’s Spiritual Leaders simply because they don’t meet with YOUR liking?

Are YOU married to the Church building?

Are “traditions” sacred to YOU?

When was the last time YOU shared the gospel to someone outside the church building?

Are YOU stubborn, hard-headed, and/or unconverted?

Are YOU religious or are YOU spiritual?
Are YOU a Pharisee?
The Stern Message from Stephen
Acts 7:2-53
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