
Every Christian Should Trust Jesus all throughout Life!
Why?

In Acts 7:54-60 we Discover Three Life Changing Realities from the Stoning of Stephen that ought to PROPEL the Follower of Jesus to Trust Him in not just the Trials of Life but all throughout Life: 
Background:  

- He was on trial before the religious leaders of his country accused of blasphemy against   

  the words of Moses, against the Law, against God and His dwelling place the Temple, 
  and trying to change Jewish customs.
- He preaches a panorama of Old Testament History, not to instruct them on points of 
  Jewish history they were ignorant of but to emphasize some things revealed in Jewish 
  history they may not have considered: That God has never confined Himself to one 
  place (like the temple), and that the Jewish people have a habit of rejecting those God 
  sends to them.

- This is not a defense.  He wants to proclaim the truth about Jesus in a way they can 
  understand.

- He was filled with the Holy Spirit.
I. Because Jesus is Always With Us, vs. 54-56
A.  He is with us in our Witness
■   Their Response, vs. 54 (CONVICTION)
      - furious / cut to the heart = sawn in two, to be divided, to    

        be rent with vexation
      - gnashing their teeth at him = see below
      - imperfect tense = a continued or repeated action

A grinding or striking of the teeth in rage or anguish, to grind the teeth, to rage even to collision with the teeth, to growl.  It is a striking of the teeth together, as in anger, rage or pain.  A sign of violent rage, to bite or eat greedily

Greek English Lexicon by Liddell and Scott mention that is it used of the roaring of a lion.  It is also used of a horse champing (chewing, biting) at the bit.  Metaphorically [it means to] tear in pieces, devour--of a gnawing disease.

They reacted with rage instead of submission to the Holy Spirit!

 (Proverbs 19:3)

Imagery of Hell. Seven different times, Jesus described Hell as a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:12).
                  B.  He is with us in our Devotion
■  God’s Response, vs. 55 (REVELATION)
- He opened Stephen’s eyes to see Heaven opened
   ▪  he saw the glory of God

   ▪  he saw Jesus standing at God’s right hand

Three Possible Reasons why Jesus is Standing

1. Jesus stands in solidarity with Stephen at this moment of crisis.  He does not dispassionately react to the problems of His people.
2. Jesus is standing to give a “standing ovation” to Stephen, whose fate makes him unique among believers.  Stephen is the first of all martyrs among the followers of Jesus.

3. Stephen has been confessing Christ before men, and now he sees Christ confessing his servant before the Father.
God reinforced His servant with self-revelation to edify and promote Holy Spirit led living!
 (Psalm 119:18)

                  C. He is with us in our Worship
                  ■  Stephen’s Response, vs. 56 (ADULATION)
                       - He tells unashamedly what he see’s
                       - He confesses Jesus before men, no matter what mortal 

                         man would do to him!

Stephen responded with child-like faith and worship of His God because he was submitted to the will of the Holy Spirit.
(Eph. 5:18)
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No matter the trouble, no matter the trial, no matter the matter may be.  Jesus is there no matter the hour waiting and wanting to free.
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Five Evidences that Jesus is Honored in YOUR life





YOUR witness will bring conviction to those who are not living for Jesus, unbelievers and believer’s alike.





YOUR devotion will be full to overflowing from God making Himself known to YOU.





YOU will worship unashamedly confessing Jesus before men in word, in deed, in song, in thought, and in life.





YOU will live a lifestyle characterized by a growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus, thereby affecting not only YOUR own life but others around YOU.





YOU will live a life generally and specifically surrendered to the leading of the Holy Spirit.














When I am afraid, I will trust in you.  In God whose word I praise, in God I trust; I will not be afraid.  What can mortal man do to me?  


Psalm 56:3,4





Trust = to have confidence in, to be secure in, to feel safe and carefree.








   








● Do YOU have a personal   


   relationship with Jesus?





● If YOU die right now do YOU 


   know for sure if YOU will go to 


   heaven or to hell?





● If YOU are saved, would others 


   see any evidence that YOU honor 


   Jesus in YOUR life?





● In the midst of great trial are 


   YOU fearful of others or can 


   YOU trust Jesus as Stephen did?








