Every Christian Should Trust Jesus all throughout Life!
Why?

In Acts 7:54-60 we Discover Three Life Changing Realities from the Stoning of Stephen that ought to PROPEL the Follower of Jesus to Trust Him in not just the Trials of Life but all throughout Life: 
I. Because Only Jesus Can Answer Our Prayers, vs. 58-60
 Stephen’s life gave evidence that he was a man who 

 valued prayer:
A.  In Life
        • he was full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, 6:5
        • he was full of God’s grace and power, 6:8
        • he performed great wonders and miraculous signs, 6:8
        • people could not refute his wisdom or the Spirit by  

          which he spoke, 6:10
        • he had a vast knowledge of God’s word and spoke it   

          with passion, conviction, unflinching boldness 7:2-53
                  How did he become like this?  Acts 4:13 – he, like the 

                  Apostles, had an ABIDING relationship with Jesus!
	         7 Steps to an ABIDING Relationship with Jesus



	Read His Word
	Getting to know Jesus

	Study what His Word means
	

	Memorize His Word
	

	Ask Jesus to teach you
	Talking to Jesus

	Faithfully sit under those called to teach and preach His Word
	Seeing Jesus in His followers

	Fellowshipping with other followers of Jesus
	

	Applying His Word to your daily experience
	Obeying Jesus


          Spending time with Jesus will transform your life!
B.  In Death
      ■  The Scene. vs. 58
                      - The reaction of the Sanhedrin seems extreme, but is 
                         typical of those rejecting God and lost in spiritual 
                         insanity.  They wail in agony and cover their ears at 
                         the revelation of God, which they regard as             

                               blasphemy.
What a dangerous thing it is to be religious apart from a real relationship with Jesus Christ!
                      - “Ran at him” uses the Greek word hormao.  This is 
                        the same word used to describe the mad rush of the 
                        herd  of swine into the sea (Mark 5:13).  This was        

                        an out-of-control mob rushing at Stephen.

- They cast him out of the city and stoned him.           
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        ■  His Prayer. vs. 59-60
                               1.  Who he prayed to:  “Lord Jesus”
                               2.  What he prayed:  
             ●  Personally
               “receive” = take hold of with your hand, do not refuse to do 

                                  so, do this favorably, embrace as your own
                                 ( imperative word mood – a command)
               “my” = emphatic expression of me, myself
               “spirit” = the immaterial part of the human being that thinks, 

                                feels, makes decisions, the soul.

       ●  Corporately
         “do not” = absolute negative

                           (subjunctive word mood – expresses possibility 

                           and potentiality.  The action may or may not 

                           occur)

         “lay” = to fix 

         “sin” = hamartia – to miss the mark
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The second-century Jewish writing Mishnah, describes the practice of stoning: “When the trial is finished, the man convicted is brought out to be stoned . . . When 15 feet from the place of stoning they say to him, ‘Confess, for it is the custom of all about to be put to death to make confession, and every one who confesses has a share in the age to come’ . . . 6 feet from the place of stoning the criminal is stripped . . . The drop from the place of stoning was twice the height of a man.  One of the witnesses pushes the criminal from behind, so that he falls face downward.  He is then turned over on his back.  If he dies from this fall, that is sufficient.  If not, the second witness takes the stone and drops it on his heart.  If this causes death, that is sufficient; if not, he is stoned by all the congregation of Israel.”














Stephen was able to trust Jesus in the good times and in the bad times because he had a living and abiding relationship with Jesus that was evidenced by:





A personal knowledge and experience of the changing power of the resurrected Christ in his own life.


A personal knowledge and experience of the changing power of the resurrected Christ in the lives of others.


A personal knowledge and experience of continuing opportunities thrust before him to witness to the changing power of the resurrected Christ to others.


A personal knowledge and experience of the transforming power of God’s Word.


A personal knowledge and experience of the limitless possibilities and potentialities of a loving and sovereign Savior who saved him and wants to save YOU. 





Do YOU have a relationship with Jesus?


If YOU answered “Yes”, is it like Stephen’s?


If YOU answered, “No”, then why not today?











