All Christendom Should Praise the Father that Jesus Christ Rose from the Dead!
Why?

In 1 Corinthians 15:13-19 we Uncover Nine Pitiful Realities that befall the Believer if the Resurrection of Jesus Christ never happened:
1. No Resurrection - No Savior, vs. 13
- If men deny the possibility of the resurrection, the resurrection of Christ has    

  not occurred. 
- The Gospel has come to an end.

- A dead Christ is a disappointing Christ.

- Everything hinges on the resurrection of the Lord!

- No incarnation

- No substitution and vicarious sacrifice of Christ

- We are left under the penalty of sin

- The Savior’s resurrection is the proof of sins put away

- The Gospel – see verses 1-4, according to the Scriptures!

- Psalm 2 and Psalm 16
2. No Resurrection - Nothing to Preach, vs. 14
- “vain” = empty, containing nothing, void of substance
- preaching just an idle story, no reality to it, a fable

3. No Resurrection - Faith is Vain, vs. 14
- believing in a dead man is an “empty” faith
- his death might demonstrate him a true man but the truest man cannot save you    

  from your sins

- the death that proved him nothing more than a man proved him  no savior.

       - if he were a man only, his accusers were right and he was a  

         blasphemer, worthy of death under the law of God
       - if he died for his own sins, he certainly could not die for ours

4. No Resurrection - Preachers are Liars, vs. 15
- preaching is not only useless, it is a falsehood.
- preachers are not only talkers but positive liars

5. No Resurrection - Christ, Bible, Christianity Proven False, vs. 16
- the Apostles affirmed that Christ was raised
- they testified he was put to death

- they testified they saw the same man alive after his burial

- certainly a man in plain common sense ought to be able to tell   

  when one is dead and when one is alive.
- Elijah brought back the lifeless body of the Shunamite’s son
- Jesus brought back Jarius’s daughter 

- Psalm 16 declares concerning Christ – “thou will not leave my soul in 
  hell; neither will you allow your holy one to see corruption.”

- The dead do rise; Christ IS risen!

6. No Resurrection – No One to Trust, vs. 17
- “vain” = devoid of force or truth, useless, of no use, frustrate
- the non-resurrection of Christ would nullify or frustrate our faith
- it would prove the failure of God’s purpose to take us out of our sins
- to deny the resurrection of Christ is to wreck the faith completely!

- if Christ is not risen, what object has our faith?
7. No Resurrection – No Forgiveness of Sin, vs. 17
- if Christ is still in the tomb, he cannot take men out of their sins!
- there is no justification
- we are unforgiven and unrenewed

- if he is still in the tomb he has not borne our sins away from us

- if he is still in the tomb he is an imposter, under his own sins, and our sins   

  are still on us

- in penalty and power sin still attaches itself to us!
- BUT WE ARE NOT IN OUR SINS, 1 Cor. 6:11
Mohammed, Buddha, Confucius, Joseph Smith, Charles Russell – They leave us in sin and misery.  But where they fail, Jesus Saves!

8. No Resurrection – No Resurrection of Loved ones, vs 18
- not only are the living “believers” unsaved but the “dead” in Christ are   

  perished as well.
- “perished” = does not mean annihilated – means to go into the dissolution 
  of death, the body to the grave, and the spirit to the spirit state, but the 
  spirit state of the sinner under God’s wrath.

- “perished” = to go before God without a mediator
- die in Adam under the penalty of sin

- die in Christ, forgiven
9. No Resurrection – Christians Worse off than Sinners, vs. 19
- “If in this life only” – We have believed a lie
                                      Our hope expires in death

                                      You have lost Christ

                                      You have lost your faith

                                      You have lost your loved ones

                                      Nothing precious is left

- “pitied” = miserable, destitute, hopeless                                
“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”  1 Corinthians 15:20
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1 Corinthians 15:58
· Steadfast – firm, unmoveable


· Unmoveable – firmly persistent                   work = business,         

                                                                                                   employment
· Abounding – to overflow, to exceed

      “labor” = intense labor involving toil and trouble

      “vain” – empty, fruitless, of no effect

Because Jesus is ALIVE His followers can labor in His work without abandon knowing they will bear fruit!  We will make a difference!  So let’s get to WORK!


●  If YOU are a follower of Jesus then get to work!  Jesus is 
     ALIVE!
●  If YOU are not a believer then why not repent and turn to 
     Jesus today?  Jesus is ALIVE!
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INSIDE:
9 Pitiful Realities that
befall the follower of
Jesus if there was NO
Resurrection!

Join Pastor Laine as he
examines Paul’s answer to

the critics of his day
1 Corinthians 15:12-19
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