Every Follower of Jesus Ought to Actively Live for 
Jesus Christ!
How?
Ephesians 2:1-10 Proclaims THREE “Truths in a Nutshell” Believers must Understand if they Choose to Actively Live for Jesus Christ:
I. By Understanding our Heritage, vs. 1-3
A. dead in trespasses and sins, vs. 1
“dead” = nekros = lifeless, inanimate, breathed his last
                               root = a corpse

“trespasses” = paraptoma = to fall beside or near, to slip 

“sins” = hamartia = to miss the mark
B. follower of ways of this world, vs. 2
“walk” = peripateo = to conducts one’s self, to regulate 

                                   one’s life
C. follower of Satan, vs. 2
“prince” = archon = ruler, commander

”disobedient” = apeitheia = obstinate opposition to the 

                                             divine will

- Rev. 12:4, 9, 13
D. slave of the sinful nature , vs. 3
“live” = anastrepho = to turn one’s self about, turn back
“following” = poieo = to perform

“desires” = thelema = will, inclinations, pleasures

E. object of wrath, vs. 3
“wrath” = orge = anger, indignation leading to 

                             imminent punishment
II. By Understanding God’s Mercy, vs. 4-6
A. He has great love for us, vs. 4
“great” = polus = many, much, large
“love” – agapeo = affection, dearly fond of

B. He is rich in mercy, vs. 4
 “mercy” = eleos = kindness or good will towards the 
                              miserable and the afflicted, joined 
                              with a desire to help them
C. He makes us alive in Christ, vs. 5
“alive” = root = zoopoieo = to give life to what was 
                                             lifeless
D. He saves us by His grace, vs 5
“grace” = charis = goodwill, loving kindness, favor
“saved” = sozo = to rescue from danger or destruction
E. He raises us up “in Christ”, vs. 6
“raises” = sunegeiro = to raise together
- emphasis in the Greek is on TOGETHERNESS 
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III. By Understanding God’s Purpose, vs. 7-10
A. To display His ‘trophies” of grace to the world, vs. 7
B. To pronounce salvation secured only through His grace and not by our works, vs. 8-9
“faith” = pistis = conviction with the predominate idea     

                            of trust or confidence in God and 
                            Christ.  The act of entrusting one’s 
                            soul to another because of this trust 
                            and confidence in.

“works” = ergon = that which is undertaken to do, any 
                               act or deed done, anything 
                               accomplished by hand.
C. To reveal His “trophies” of grace solely as His workmanship and no others’, vs. 10
“workmanship” = poiema = that which has been made
D. To free us to truly live lives characterized by good works, vs. 10
“good” = agathos = a good nature, useful, honorable, 

                                 excellent, distinguished, upright, 

                                 agreeable, pleasant
- since we are raised together with Christ now we are free    

  to undertake “good” deeds, good acts
E. To clearly inform His creation that this was His plan from eternity past, vs. 10
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10 Questions for Reflection

1. Do YOU have eternal life?

2. Do YOU know God experimentally, consciously, and do YOU know Him really and personally?

3. Do YOU know Jesus Christ as a person, and as a personal Savior?

4. Do YOU know Him by a heart acquaintance, and know Him well?

5. Is Jesus glorified in YOU?

6. Does YOUR life prove His divinity?

7. Does Jesus shine brighter because of YOU?

8. Are YOU opaque or a transparent body and do YOU darken or reflect His pure light?

9. Do YOU seek God’s glory?

10. Do YOU esteem the presence and the possession of God YOUR most excellent glory and YOUR supreme good?

How YOU answer each of these questions reveals the level of knowledge, application, and experience YOU have with the Three “Truths in a Nutshell” found in Eph. 2:1-10.

The Truth, in a Nutshell!
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