14 Enchanting Reasons Why God Gives the 
Holy Spirit to His Children

1.  To “baptize” us = to permanently change us:

The clearest example that shows the meaning of baptizo is a text from the Greek poet and physician Nicander, who lived about 200 B.C. It is a recipe for making pickles and is helpful because it uses both words. Nicander says that in order to make a pickle, the vegetable should first be 'dipped' (bapto) into boiling water and then 'baptized' (baptizo) in the vinegar solution. Both verbs concern the immersing of vegetables in a solution. But the first is temporary. The second, the act of baptizing the vegetable, produces a permanent change. When used in the New Testament, this word more often refers to our union and identification with Christ than to our water baptism. e.g. Mark 16:16. 'He that believes and is baptized shall be saved'. Jesus is saying that mere intellectual assent is not enough. There must be a union with him, a real change, like the vegetable to the pickle!

2.  To give us power (dunamis) – to be able to do a thing,  to 

 be given strength for a task, to make us capable.

3.  To live as a viable witness (martus) – to give one’s life to.

4. To live and speak with boldness, wisdom, and power.

5. To talk to the Father boldly in prayer.

6. To maintain unity in the Body.

7. To discern ungodly behavior in other believers and confront it.

8. To maintain a spirit of joy in the midst of suffering.

9. To discover and practice wise leadership in the governing of His Body.

10. To confound opposition to God’s message.

11. To display a countenance of peace and love in the midst of turmoil, unrest, and outright anarchy.

12. To accurately recall, communicate and apply the Scriptures you have faithfully studied.

13. To enjoy intimate experiences with Jesus in practice and in prayer.

14. To communicate understanding and love to an unbelieving world.
We DESPERATELY need the Holy Spirit to live the life of a Follower of Jesus Christ!  It is IMPOSSIBLE any other way!
The Holy Spirit’s Greatest Hits of Acts Chapters 1-7
Chapter 1 – Ascension of Christ
· Holy Spirit – 4 x’s
· Will be baptized by Him (1:5), receive power from Him (1:8), ability to witness because of Him (1:8), will speak as led by Him (1:16).
Chapter 2 – Advent of the Holy Spirit
· Holy Spirit – 7 x’s

· Filled with Him (2:4), speak in other languages as enabled by Him (2:4), will prophesy – see visions – dream dreams – do wonders and signs – be saved because if Him (2:17,18,21), pardon for the past and power for the present through Him (2:39).
Chapter 3 – Aftermath of Faith
· Holy Spirit – not directly mentioned but inferred throughout
· Healing of the cripple (3:6-8), boldness – power – wisdom in preaching (3:12-26).
Chapter 4 – Audacious Behavior
· Holy Spirit – 3 x’s
· Boldness – power – wisdom – apologetics in preaching (4:8-20), boldness in prayer language to God (4:24-30), filled with Him resulting in more boldness in speaking God’s word (4:31), unity of the believers (4:32-35).
Chapter 5 – Awe of God
· Holy Spirit – 4 x’s

· Discernment – wisdom - boldness given because of Him (5:1-5, 7-10), great fear came upon the church and everyone else who heard what had happened (5:5,11), able to witness with courage – boldness – wisdom because of Him (5:29-32,42), able to rejoice after physical and emotional abuse (5:41).
Chapter 6 – Admirable Administration
· Holy Spirit – 3 x’s
· Wise administration (6:1-4), ascension to leadership because of Him (6:5), confounding apologetics because of Him (6:10), angelic countenance (6:15).
Chapter 7 – Accurate Address of Stephen
· Holy Spirit – 4 x’s
· Accurate recollection of Scripture (7:2-50), courageous application of Scripture (7:51-53), glorious vision of Jesus (7:55-56), precious surrender and confession in prayer (7:59-60).
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I want those Greatest Hits playing in my life beginning right now!

Are YOU an Acts Chapters 1-7 Christian?
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   8 Lessons Learned from Acts Chapters 1-7





When the Holy Spirit indwells a person a radical change in behavior should result in:





       ● Direction and purpose in life changes – new goals and       


          aspirations.


       ● Knowledge of and experience with Scripture deepens.


       ● Fellowship and service in the Body become priority.


       ● Life’s difficulties endured more purposefully and     


          trustingly.


       ● A passion for the souls of the Lost surfaces with 


          earnestness.


       ● Sincerity in living for Jesus, no matter the cost, takes 


          precedence.


       ● Talking with the Lord in prayer becomes regular and 


          more meaningful.


       ● Fruit bearing of 30-60-100 fold, as the Lord chooses.














