Every Professing Christian Should Examine Their Life to Evaluate if it Matches the Faith They Profess!
Acts 8:9-25 Reveals Several Characters Who Professed Saving Faith but When the Verdict came in, some were Disappointed:
I.  Simon the Sorcerer
· Practicing soothsayer, astrologer, magic arts, vs 9
· Seeker of self glory, reputation, prestige, titles, money,
 vs 9-11
· Professed to believe the gospel, vs. 13
· Baptized, vs. 13
· Tried to buy God with money, vs. 18-20
II. The People of Samaria 
· Fickle, vs. 10
· Followers, vs. 11
· Fools, vs 10-11
· Professed to believe the gospel, vs. 12
· Baptized, vs. 12
III.  Philip the Evangelist 
· Proclaimed the gospel, vs. 12
· Baptized professing believers, vs. 12-13
· Great signs and miracles accompanied his preaching, 

vs. 13
IV.  The Apostles 
· Sent Peter and John to check out reports of Samaritans accepting the Word of God, vs. 14
· Discerned something was not right in their professions, 

vs. 14
· Prayed for the professing believers, vs. 15-16
· Laid hands on them to receive the Holy Spirit, vs. 17
· Rebuked the profession of Simon the Sorcerer, vs. 20-23
· Testified and proclaimed the Word of the Lord, vs. 25
· Preached the Word of God to the villages on the way back to Jerusalem, vs. 25

The Verdict
God’s people are those whose profession matches the faith they profess as expressed in their behaviors, attitudes, worship, service, and love for their Lord and for each other.
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Ten Questions this Passage Asks of YOU
1. Do YOU personally know Jesus Christ?

2. If YOU were put on trial for being a Christian would there be enough evidence to convict YOU?

3. Are YOU trying to buy YOUR way to heaven?

4. What changes has been wrought in YOUR life since YOU believed in Jesus?
5. Are YOU working YOUR way to heaven?
6. Is YOUR heart right before God?
7. Are there behaviors in YOUR life that give evidence that YOU have repented of living life according to YOU?

8. Are YOU full of bitterness?
9. Are YOU captive to sin?
10. Does the Holy Spirit rule and reign in YOUR life?
If Jesus Came to Your House . . .

If Jesus came to your house to spend a day or two - 
If He came unexpectedly; I wonder what you'd do. 
Oh, I know you'd give your nicest room to such an honored Guest, 
And all the food you'd serve to Him would be the very best,
And you would keep assuring Him you're glad to have him there - 
That serving Him in your own home is joy beyond compare.

But when you saw Him coming, would you meet Him at the door 
With arms outstretched in welcome to your heavenly Visitor? 
Or would you have to change your clothes before you let Him in? 
Or hide some magazines and put the Bible where they'd been? 
Would you turn off the radio and hope He hadn't heard? 
And wish you hadn't uttered that last, loud, hasty word?

Would you hide your worldly music and put some hymn books out? 
Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about? 
And I wonder - if the Savior spent a day or two with you, 
Would you go right on doing the things you always do? 
Would you go right on saying the things you always say? 
Would life for you continue as it does from day to day?

Would your family conversation keep up its usual pace? 
And would you find it hard each meal to say a table grace? 
Would you sing the songs you always sing, and read the books you read, 
And let Him know the things on which your mind and spirit feed? 
Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you'd planned to go? 
Or would you, maybe, change your plans for just a day or so?

Would you be glad to have Him meet your very closest friends? 
Or would you hope they'd stay away until His visit ends? 
Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on? 
Or would you sigh with great relief when He at last was gone? 
It might be interesting to know the things that you would do 
If Jesus Christ in person came to spend some time with you.
The Verdict is In . . .
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Observable Observations of Onlookers





 Many people today are just like the people of Samaria and have head knowledge of Jesus Christ but no heart knowledge.  They have profession but not possession.


Profession without outward evidence of change in the life is merely profession and not salvation.


Just because you may profess Jesus Christ and have been baptized does not save your soul.


Profession does not save the soul, possession of the Holy Spirit does.











