Definition:  An angel is the name given in the Bible to those super beings whose home is heaven and who function as the unseen agents in the carrying out of the will of God.

I. The Existence of Angels
    A. The Bible assumes their existence.

1. 34 books (of 66 total) refer to angels.

2. Christ taught their existence (Matt.8:10; 24:31; 26:53).

    B. The Bible describes their creation.

1. Angels were created by God (Ps.148:2,5; Col.1:16). Only God    

    had no beginning (1 Tim.6:16). 

2. Angels were created before the world and man (Job 38:6,7).

3. Angels were created holy (Ezek.28:15; Jude 6).
II. The Nature of Angels
     A. Angels are personal beings.

1. They have intellect (Matt.28:5; 1 Pet.1:12).

2. They have emotions (Job 38:7; Luke 2:13; 15:10)

3. They have will (Jude 6).

     B. Angels are spirit beings.

            1. They exist as spirits – not with material bodies (Heb. 1:14).

a. An angel can be in only one place at one time    

      (Dan.9:21-23; 10:10-14)

b. Although they are spirit beings, they can appear in the form of men (in dreams – Matt.1:20; in natural sight with human functions – Gen.18: 1-8; 22: 19:1; seen by some and not others – 2 Kings 6:15-17).

            2. They cannot reproduce (Mark 12:25).

            3. They do not die (Luke 20:36).

     C. Angels have communicable attributes in a degree greater than man 
          but less than God.

1. They have more knowledge than man 
(Matt.24:31; Luke 1:13-16) but less than God (Matt.24:36).

2. They have more power than man (2 Pet.2:11;   

Acts 5:19) but less than God.

      D. Angels are organized and ranked. One  “archangel,” Michael is 
           named (Jude 9). There are also “chief princes” (Dan.10:13), 
           “seraphim” (Is.6:1-3) and “cherubim” (Gen.3:22-24).

III. The Ministries of Angels
A. They worship God. Angels are continually involved in praising God (Rev.4:6-11) through  describing His attributes (Is.6:3) and singing praises (Rev.5:8,9).

B.    They ministered to Christ. Angels announced His birth (Luke 1:26-33; 2:13), protected Him (Matt.2:13), strengthened Him (Matt.4:11; Luke 22:43), and explained to men His resurrection (Matt.28:6) and ascension (Acts 1:10,11).

C.    They carry out God’s government. Angels are God’s servants (Ps.103:20; Heb.1:7) and messengers (Luke 1:19; 2:8-14). They can be involved in controlling nature (Rev.7:1; 16:3,8,9), nations (2 Kings 19:35), and Satan and demons (Dan.10:13,21; 12:1). They will perform future judgment for God (Matt.13:3a; Rev.15:1; 16:1-21).

D.  They protect God’s people. Angels are sent to serve believers (Heb.1:14). They protect the godly (Ps.34:7; Dan.6:20,23), oppose our enemies (Ps.35:4,5) and are specifically assigned as guardians of individuals (Matt.18:10). They are God’s agents in answering prayer (Acts 12:7) even bringing physical provisions (Gen.21:17-20; 1 Kings 19:5-7).

E.    They assist believers at death (Luke 16:22; Jude 9).

Usage:  Occurs 294 times throughout the Bible.
Characteristics:  They are supernatural, celestial beings of pure spirit, superior to humans in power, goodness, beauty, intelligence, and abilities, and they serve God in countless ways by doing His bidding and His bidding only.  Angels are messengers and attendant spirits, perfectly obedient to God.  They exist solely to do His will, which includes the care and protection of humans as God directs.  

How many Angels are there?  Untold trillions (Daniel 7:9-10; Rev. 5:11)
How many fell with Satan?  1/3 of Gods angels chose to plunge out of glory (Rev. 12:4).

What forms do Angels take?  Serpent (Gen. 3), men (Gen. 19:1-12), flames in a burning bush (Acts 7:30), wind or flames of fire (Heb. 1:7, horses and chariots of fire (2 Kings 6:17), angels unawares (these are angels in any form whatsoever, Heb. 1:14).

What do Angels do?

1. They drive spirit horses (2 Kgs 2:12; 6:13-17; Zech. 1:7-11; 6:1-6).

2. They guard gates (Rev. 21:12; Gen. 3:24).

3. They wage war in bodily combat (Rev. 12:7-9; 2 Thess. 1:7-10).

4. They execute judgments (Gen. 19, 2 Sam 24, 2 Kings 19:35; 
2 Chron. 32:21; Rev. 8,12,15,16; Acts 12:23; Matt. 13:41-42).

5. They minister to saints (1 Kings 19:5-7; Dan. 6:22; Heb. 1:14).

6. They rule nations (Daniel 10:13-21; 12:1).

7. They watch over children (Matt. 18:10).

8. They sing, praise, worship God (Lk. 2:13; Ps. 148:2; Rev. 5:11).

9. They strengthen us as we go through trials (Mt. 4:11; Luke 22:43).

10. They lead sinners to Gospel workers (Acts 10:3).

11. They guide ministers (Acts 8:26).

12. They appear in dreams (Matt. 1:20-24; 2:13-19).

13. They minister before God (Rev. 8:2; 14:15-19).

14. They bind Satan and guard his abyss (Rev. 9:1; 20:1-3).

15. They re-gather Israel (Matt. 24:31).

16. They protect saints (Psalm 34:7; 91:11; Acts 12:7-10).

17. They separate the good from the bad (Matt. 13:19-41).

18. They accompany Christ to earth (Mt. 16:27; 25:31; 2 Ths. 1:7-10).

19. They witness confessions (Luke 15:7).

20. They receive departed spirits (Luke 16:22).

21. They give laws and revelations (Acts 7:30-33; Heb. 2:2; Dan. 8:15-19).

22. They impart God’s will (Acts 5:19-20; 10:1-6).

23. They bring answers to prayer (Dan. 9:21-23; 10:12-13; Acts 10).

24. They are present in the Church (Eph. 3:10; 1 Tim. 5:21).
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                                    A Proper Response

· A doring – of our God for His complete and perfect plan!
· N oteworthy – being in the know of angels can help us in our lives!
· G oing  – angels are about action and so ought our lives for Jesus!
· E ager – moved by a strong and urgent desire!
· L aborer – be about our Father’s business until Jesus returns!
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