In Acts 4:32-35 we see THREE Evidences that ought to be Present in YOUR Life if YOU are a Genuine Follower of Jesus:
I. The First Evidence of a genuine change in YOUR life is behavior begins to occur that was not there before:
· they were of one heart, vs. 32
· they were of one mind, vs. 32
· they shared everything they had, vs. 32
· they sold houses & lands, vs. 34
· they donated the proceeds from the sales to the church, vs. 34
· they distributed the money as there was need, vs. 35
· they testified of the resurrection of Jesus, vs. 33
3 Perspectives on Possessions

      A.  We may regard them as our own – parable of the rich 
           Fool, Luke 12:13-21
      B.  We may regard them as Christ’s – “To me to live is 
           Christ”, Phil. 1:21
      C.  We may regard them as ours in trust, 1 Cor. 4:2
                               - nothing we have is our own

                               - all is Christ’s

                               - we are Christ’s

They are not to be spent on self, but used for others.
3 Hallmarks of Believers:
  Self-denial
 Self-sacrifice,
 Selfless Love
II.      The Second Evidence of a genuine change in YOUR life is     

         the new behavior gets continually repeated, over and 
         over again:
· the imperfect word tense is used 11 times in these 4 verses

III.      The Third Evidence of a genuine change in YOUR 
               life is behavior characterized by GRACE:
A.  This was not the First Bestowment of Grace
     - the Grace given to us today versus in the early 

       church may be as great or even greater  although 
       the accompanying signs may differ.
- the first signs of grace at work in us:  thought,  

  feeling, conduct, relations, etc.

B.  That First Gift of the Spirit was Well Received and    

     Used
     - illustrated in the earnestness and zeal of the    

       Apostles

     - illustrated in the active, devoted and zealous life 

       of those converted under the apostolic teachings.

C. Because Well Received and Used, More Grace was   

Given
     - While God’s grace is “free”, He has set it under   

       conditions; the chief one being that we shall have 

       used wisely and well the grace received.

     - If you are faithful in using the grace received, 

       then “He gives more grace.”

     - If you want more grace then make sure you have 

       dealt rightly in response to the leadings and 

       movings of the grace you do have.
Faithful living = more opportunities for more faithful living = more = more = more …

	Characteristics of Unfaithful Living

	Continuous Frustration
	Barrenness

	Continuous Unending Struggles
	Disillusionment

	Legalistic Tendencies
	False Teaching

	Unfaithful Church Participation
	Prayerlessness

	Inconsistent Bible Reading
	Inconsistent Giver

	Regular Conflicts with Spiritual Leaders
	Selfish
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Application
1. If YOU were put on trial for being a Follower of Jesus would there be enough evidence to convict YOU?

2. What behaviors do YOU repeat over and over again in YOUR daily life that would give YOU away as being a Follower of Jesus?
3. Do YOU hoard your possessions and keep them to YOURSELF or do YOU keep them in trust, willing to use them for God’s glory?
4. What kind of steward of God’s resources are YOU?
5. Do YOU use the grace God gives in YOUR life wisely or are is YOUR life characterized by unfaithful living?

6. Do YOU need to confess and repent of anything today and get YOUR life back on track for Jesus?
 “Will the Real Followers of Jesus PLEASE Stand Up?”
Acts 4:32-35     
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The imperfect tense generally represents continual or repeated action.








Empty the vessel in service for others, and God will be sure to refill it.





Trim the lamp, and let its light shine brightly all around, and God will be sure to replenish it with abundance of fresh oil.














