Hypocrisy = “hypokrises” = the act of playing a part on a stage.  To feign what one is not to another.  The false assumption of an appearance either regarding virtue or religion.

Every Professing Follower of Jesus Should Search their Heart to See if Hypocrisy Lurks Within!

Why?

In Acts 5:1-11 we DISCOVER Four Significant Realities that Should Drive YOU to YOUR Knees Begging God to Reveal Hypocrisy if it Lurks Within:
I. Because it is a Deception, vs. 1-2
1. The characters:  Ananias = “Jehovah has graciously given”, Sapphira = “a precious stone”
2. The act: a “LIE”, vs. 4 = pseudomai – to speak deliberate falsehoods, to deceive.
3. The motive:  DECEPTION
· This action was intended by the guilty pair to pass with others as having a moral quality they did not have.
               3.  See 2 Timothy 3:1-9 (especially 3:5)
There are times when we have a duty to abstain from certain action, if we know that our action will convey an impression that is false, to have an appearance to which no reality corresponds!
II. Because it will be Exposed Sooner or Later, vs. 3-5,9
1. By spiritually discerning Believers, vs. 3,4,9
- God cannot be mocked, Gal. 6:7-8
2. Through God, the Holy Spirit, vs. 3,4
A lie to man is a lie to God under all circumstances!
III. Because it will Be Judged Harshly, vs. 5,10 
         1.  It was sudden

               2.  It was consistent for both
               3.  it was received in silence
               4.  See James 1:14-15
Thus did sin long nourished in the heart at last come forth, full-born, only to meet death!

     IV.     Because it’s Judgement Will Effect Others,

            vs. 3,5,6,8,9,10
1. The spiritually discerning are inconvenienced because of it, vs. 3,8,9
2. Other Saints may be inconvenienced because of it, vs. 6,10
3. Great fear fell on the whole Church, vs.11
4. Great fear fell on all who heard, vs. 5,11
· “great” = “megas” – on a grand scale

· “fear” = “phobos” – fear, dread, terror

It was like a bolt out of a clear and serene sky!
The peculiar aggravation of this sin:

                    - They didn’t have to sell their property.

                    - There was no apostolic edict requiring this.

                    - It was a fixed and deliberate determination.

                    - It was a life directed to counterfeiting good                  

                    - Nobody falls into abasement suddenly.
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5 Powerful Observations
1. Hypocritical dangers lurk near every scene of spiritual manifestation and victory.

2. The highest features of spiritual character and action will always find false imitators, even in the church. 

3. The most hurtful part of hypocrisy is not the deception projected to others but the self-deception resulting in terrible judgment in this life and the next.

4. Love of position, reputation, power, and prominence are the birthing grounds for hypocrisy and begin early in life.

5. To give the appearance of godliness while inwardly a counterfeit is to mock Jesus, His Church, His Word, and His Gospel.



“The Shadow of Hypocrisy”
Acts 5:1-11     
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Could YOU put your head on this body or does HYPOCRISY lurk within YOU?





What is the Solution?


The need for constant and diligent heart-searching of ourselves.  Psalm 139:23-24





You may be a hypocrite and not even know it, but God knows!





Will YOU, by the grace of God, confess and forsake whatever hypocrisy is lurking within YOU today?








His life in Judaism had been a counterfeit, his conversion a sham, his participation in the joy and power of the time a mockery; the act which he intended to seal his Christian reputation fixing on him the damnation of the devil-led imposter.  And through much of this there doubtless ran a vein of profound self-deception!
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