     ●  Attitude – A state of mind or feeling. A position of the        

         body. Orientation relative to direction or motion.

●  Attitude is reflected in the way we think, in our emotions,     

    in our body language, and ultimately in our actions.    

    Therefore:

All People Should Think Before Acting!
Why?

Acts 5:34-42 Reveals Four Attitudes that Directly Affect the Expression of our Faith:
1. Passive Attitude, vs 38
A.  It is impossible to take a neutral position about Christ

     - Matthew 12:30. “He that is not with me is against me”

     - Our lives are either in favor of Christ or against Christ
     - The Word of God

     - The Church of God
     - The People of God
     

     - Luke 12:34 – “Where your treasure is there will your 

                           heart be also.”

Religion or Relationship?
2. Aggressive Attitude, vs. 39
A.  Good people can do it unknowingly and unintentionally
     a)  When the Catholics persecuted the Protestants
     b)  When the Protestants persecuted other Protestants for their 

          more fundamental beliefs.

B.  Bad people can do it deliberately and guiltily 
     a)  when they want to overturn that which they know to be holy and 

          just.

b) when they want to encourage that which they know to be wrong

-  “You will not be able” = to be  absolutely incapable of one’s own 

     ability, resources, state of mind, circumstances.
-  “stop these men” = to disunite, dissolve, destroy, demolish.
            -  “fighting against God” = “Theo” = God, “machomai” = to fight.
   “Theomachos” = to fight against God =

                          of armed combatants, or those who engage in a 

                         hand to hand struggle 

                       of those who engage in a war of words, to quarrel, 

                        wrangle, dispute

                     
          - Hebrews 10:31 – “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands   

                                      of an angry God.”

Religion or Relationship?
   3.  Passive / Aggressive Attitude, vs. 40
        A.  They physically abused them

                “flogged” = to flay the skin, beat, thrash, smite

B. They emotionally & mentally abused them
“ordered” = commanded, charged

Not to speak in Jesus’ name – attacked their faith

C. They let them go, set them free


  - Matthew 5:44 – “Love your enemies and pray for those  

                                     who persecute you.”
Religion or Relationship?

4. Cooperative Attitude, vs 41-42
        A.  Speak for Christ daily

      a)  In the church, school, home, work place, neighborhood, etc
B. Suffer for Him regularly

a)  Bodily Inconveniences
· Fatigue, exhaustion, pain, sickness

b) Mental & Emotional Inconveniences

· Dislike, ridicule, isolation, loneliness, imprisonment, rejection, loss or abuse of possession

C. Sing Praises to Him Always
“rejoiced” – to be exceedingly glad, even to the  

                   point of thriving

   - 2 Timothy 3:12 – Everyone who wants to live a godly life   

                                in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”
Religion or Relationship?
Challenge
1. When the Spirit of God moves in YOUR personal life which attitude best characterizes YOU?

2. When the Spirit of God moves at Church which attitude best characterizes YOU?

3. Are YOU willing to speak, suffer and sing for the Name of Jesus?
4. Are YOU fighting against God by resisting or opposing the spiritual leadership He has called to this church?
5. Which attitude best expresses YOUR faith?

6. Do YOU need to repent of any ungodly attitudes today?
7. Are YOU simply a religious person or do YOU enjoy a liberating relationship with Jesus Christ evidenced by an attitude of cooperation with His will?
“Think Before Acting”
Acts 5:34-42
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Do YOU like to get YOUR licks in before letting a situation go or before backing down and giving in?  Do YOU have to have the last word?  Are YOU respectful of others’ faith, emotions, intellect?





Do YOU put up a fight and defy the moving of God’s Spirit in YOUR own life and/or at Church?  Do YOU speak disrespectfully of God’s spiritual Leader(s) in YOUR life?  Do YOU complain and murmur when things do not go the way YOU think they should at home or at church?








Does YOUR life so honor Jesus Christ that how YOU live, how YOU talk, how YOU deal with people, how YOU deal with adversity, how YOU deal with prosperity, how YOU deal with growing old all lead others to conclude YOU are a follower of Christ?








Do YOU tell others what Jesus has done in YOUR life on a regular basis?  How do YOU deal with persecution from unbelievers?  How do YOU deal with persecution from professing believers?  Are YOU willing to suffer for the Name?  








