Church Government = that form of polity regarding roles, duties, and qualifications of those who lead the congregation.

All Churches MUST follow God’s Blueprint for Governance if they want to do it His Way!
Why?

Acts 6:1-4 Reveals Four Realities of the Early Church that challenged them internally resulting in the birth of a Biblical New Testament Pattern for Church Governance:
I. Real Church Growth, vs. 1
A.  It is the norm, not the novelty.
B.  It is the natural by-product of the “ministry of the 

     word”.
C. Jesus Himself said it would happen, John 14:12

D. Personal growth.
E. Numerical growth.
If there is NO Church Growth personally and numerically, then we are NOT doing it God’s way!

II. Real Church Problems, vs. 1
A.  Within the church (vs. 1-7)
1) Grecian Jews – “Hellenists” – those born in lands   

    other than the Holy Land who spoke the Greek  

    language and were more Grecian than Hebraic in 
    their attitudes and outlook.
     2) Hebraic Jews – those who spoke Palestinian 
         Aramaic and/or Hebrew and preserved Jewish 
         culture and customs.
B.  Without the church (vs. 8-7:60) 
      - unbelieving Jews.
If there are NO Church Problems, then we are NOT doing it God’s way!

III. Real Church Leadership, vs. 2
A.  Those called by God to lead
 1) the spiritual.
 2) the material.
               B.  Their Focus 

                     1) we should not neglect the ministry of the  

                         Word.
                     2) we should devote ourselves to prayer

                     3) we should devote ourselves to preaching and 

                         teaching the word.

If the Church Elders are NOT focused on Prayer and the Ministry of the word, then we are NOT doing it God’s way!

IV. Real Church Solutions, vs. 3-4
A.  Choose seven men among you.
     1) controlled by the Holy Spirit.
     2) filled with wisdom from God’s word.
B.  Give them the material responsibilities of the 

     Ministry.
If the Church does NOT have men who are full of the Spirit and God’s word serving the material and physical needs of the Church then we are NOT doing it God’s way!
[image: image1.jpg]




5 Lessons Learned
1. The Church, a Body of believers, is a spiritual organism that will either grow or it will die.  It cannot be stagnant.

2. Problems will always develop as a church grows or as it dies and they require Spirit led people to solve them.
3. Men called by God to lead cannot lead effectively unless they devote themselves to prayer and to the preaching and teaching of God’s word.

4. Men chosen to give attention to the physical and material needs of the Body must be spiritual minded, not carnal, not worldly, and not secular minded.

5. To disregard these Scriptural precedents on how to function as a New Testament Church would be to reject God’s word and invite apostasy as a way of life personally and ecclesiastically.
If we really want to do it  God’s way at CCC then we MUST do everything in our power, as the Body of Christ, to make certain that we follow the Biblical New Testament Pattern for Church Governance.  Anything less is inviting apostasy!
What can YOU do to help CCC “Do it God’s Way”?

1. Pray for Pastor Laine and each Board member: Cory Flinn, Frank Stutsman, John Gideon, John Hill, and Perry Stevens (1 Tim. 2:1-2; Eph. 6:19).
2. Be faithful in the word and prayer every day (2 Tim. 2:15; 

     1 Thess. 5:17).
3. Support the ministries of CCC by YOUR faithful attendance, prayer and financial support (Heb. 10:24; 1 Cor. 16:2).
4. Volunteer to serve and help in any way YOU can (1 Cor. 12)
5. Submit YOURSELF to the spiritual leadership God has placed at CCC (Hebrews 13:17).
6. Hold the leadership accountable to God’s word (Acts 17:11).
“The Way it’s Always Been”
Acts 6:1-4
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Choose you this day whom you will serve...
as for us here at CCC, we WILL serve the
LORD!
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If we do NOT do it God’s way then we cannot expect His results, His blessing, or His approval.  This results in a watered down message, compromised teaching, and counterfeit followers.  We become an Apostate Church!











