All Followers of Jesus MUST Navigate Life through the Conduit of Prayer and the Roadmap of the Word!
                                      Why?
Prayer and the Word will turn YOUR world upside down, as it did the Early Church, or the lack of it will turn YOUR world upside down, as it did Israel in the time of Samuel the Prophet.
1 Samuel Chapters 1-4 reveals 5 Heartbreaking Results of living with NO commitment to Prayer and the Word:
I. Little to No Involvement in Ministry
· Eli was sitting down, 1:9; 4:12
· Eli was laying down, 3:2
· Eli was overweight, 4:18
II. A Rebellious Observance of God’s Word
· Eli’s sons’s disrespected God’s word
                        ▪  stole the meat from the offerings, 2:16;17
                        ▪  sex with the women at the Temple entrance, 2:22
                        ▪  did not honor their Father, 2:25
· Eli scorned God’s word
      ▪  confronted the sin of his sons but did not discipline them, 

          2:23-25

      ▪  misquoted and wrongfully interpreted Scripture, 2:25
      ▪  honored his sons more than God, 2:29
      ▪  gluttony over the meat offered in sacrifice, 2:29
III. Wrong Inclinations about Others
· Eli harshly judged Hanna 1:13,14
· Eli incorrectly discerned the severity of his sons’ sins
IV. Damaged Relationships
· relationship with God becomes dry and distant, 3:1
· relationships to loved one’s becomes strained and dysfunctional, 2:25
· relationships to others become shallow and empty, 1:13,14; 4:21
· relationship to life becomes depressing, discouraging, and disillusioning, 2:31-36; 3:12-14
     V.         Personal and Corporate Judgment
· God takes His blessing away, 3:1; 4:21,22
· God takes life away

      ▪  personally, 4:18
      ▪  family, 4:17, 20
      ▪  generationally, 2:31-36; 3:12-14
      ▪  nationally, 4:2,10
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If any of the above 5 Heartbreaking Results are characteristic of YOUR life and today YOU want to once again make Prayer and the Word the top priorities of YOUR life then follow these 6 Steps for Deliverance found in 1 Samuel 7:
1) Seek the Lord with all YOUR heart, vs. 2
2) Rid YOUR life of all idols, vs. 3
3) Commit YOURSELF to the Lord, vs. 3 

4) Serve Him only, vs. 3
5) Confess YOUR sins, vs.6
6) Find someone to regularly pray for YOU, vs. 6,8
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Turn YOUR life right side-up by making these two disciplines top priority then watch as the Lord turns YOUR world upside down for His glory!
“Upside Down or Upside Down?”
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Lessons Learned





When sin begins to rule and reign in YOUR life then “Relationship” gives way to “Religion” and the glory of the Lord departs.





Sin will take YOU where YOU do not want to go and it will cost YOU what YOU do not want to pay.





The dramatic effects of a life without personal spiritual discipline will turn not only YOUR journey of faith upside down but affect others negatively also.  Do YOU want that responsibility as well?











