Every Christian Should EXALT Jesus in their Life!
How?

Acts 6:3,5,6 Introduces the First Deacons in the Early Church from which we Learn of Eleven Descriptions from their Life Stories that Demonstrate how to Exalt Jesus in YOUR Life:
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Stephen – The first Christian martyr.  Name means “crowned” (since Stephen suffers the fate of Jesus, it is said by some that he is in a sense the king of the deacons).

Philip – According to Acts 21:8-9 he is described as "the evangelist, he entertained Paul and his companion on their way to Jerusalem; at that time "he had four daughters which did prophesy".  Tradition describes him as settling at Tralles in Asia Minor, where he became the bishop of that church.  It is said that he died of old age.  Name means “lover of horses” (notice that he approaches the eunuch in a chariot in Acts 8 ).

Procorus - Became bishop of Nicomedia and died a martyr at Antioch.  Name means = he that presides over the choirs.  From the root = to dance.

Nicanor - Was stoned to death in Jerusalem.  Name means “conqueror”.  
Timon - Appointed by the Apostles as bishop of the city of Bostra in Arabia and suffered from the Jews and pagans for preaching the Gospel. He was thrown into a furnace, but by the power of God he came out of it unharmed. The tradition of the Roman Church says that Timon died by crucifixion.  Name means “honorable”
Parmenas - Is said to have to have spent many years preaching in Asia Minor before receiving martyrdom in Philippi, Macedonia, under Emperor Trajan.  Name means “constant”.

Nicolas - This is the first recorded case of the admission of a proselyte into office in the Christian church. Some of the church Fathers (Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Tertullian) state that he was the founder of the sect called NICOLAITANS (Rev 2:15). Other Fathers seem to suggest that this was a vain claim made by this sect in seeking apostolic authority for their opinions.  Name means “conqueror of the people”.  
M – artyrs.  They all sacrificed their lives for the Gospel and   

        for their Savior – JESUS!
A – ction.  They actively lived their faith.  There was nothing passive
        about their faith!  They were always on the move for JESUS!
G – ospel.  This was their message, their purpose, and their life – to 

         glorify JESUS above all!
N – ame.  Each of their names described something very intimate   

        about them.  But it was the Name of JESUS that radically 
        changed them and was the driving force of their lives!
I – nspiring.  Reading each of their life stories ought to inspire the 

       faithful today to follow their example and give our all to JESUS!
F – aithful.  They were faithful to JESUS no matter the opposition, 
        no matter the road ahead, and no matter the cost! 
I – ntercessors.  These men were undoubtedly men of prayer!  You 

       cannot have an effectual life and ministry and not have prayer take 

       high priority in your life!  They talked to JESUS!
C – alled.  They were called by JESUS to serve tables then were 
        called to a higher calling!  They served JESUS!
E – vangelism.  The souls of men was the passion of their hearts and 

       they made that their pursuit in life and ministry – to see men, 

       women, and children come to JESUS!
N – umbers.  In each of their respective ministries JESUS multiplied 

        their numbers according to the fruit ordained for them either in 

        salvation or places of responsibility or both!  
T – ruth.  Their message and life was characterized by the truth of 

       God’s Word as evidenced by the blessing of God on their lives 

       and ministries – they were all about JESUS who is the way, the 

       truth, the life!
What made them so “M A G N I F I C E N T” was that they exalted Jesus in their lives!
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Application
1. What qualities in the lives of these seven men can be found in YOUR life?

2. What qualities are lacking in YOUR life?
3. Do YOU desire the Lord to change YOU into such a follower as these men were?
4. Will YOU pray right now and commit YOUR heart to becoming “M A G N I F I C E N T”  for Jesus! 
5. Maybe YOU need to be saved, will YOU confess YOUR sins and entrust YOUR soul to Jesus right now?

6. What about YOUR life exalts Jesus?
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5 Steps to Exalting Jesus in YOUR Life





You must Entrust YOUR soul to Him, Jn. 3:3,16


You must XOXO Him, Jn. 14:15


You must Accept His words, ways, will above your own, Jn. 8:31


You must Lose YOURSELF to gain Him, Matthew 16:24-26


You must Trust Him and lean not on YOUR own understanding, Psalm 62:8; Pr. 3:5,6











