Every Follower of Jesus Christ MUST give their lives for the Gospel!
How?

Acts 6:8-15 Gives us Five Descriptions of Stephen that are Demanded of Anyone Who Would Give Their Life for the Gospel:
Stephen was:
I. A Man of Faith, vs. 5,8
- ‘full” = filled up, thoroughly permeated with, complete, 

  lacking nothing, perfect.  Of a hollow vessel or empty surface  

  completely filled up or covered in every part.
- “faith” = pistis = conviction, truth, belief.  Root = to be 

   persuaded of.  It is belief predominately in the idea of trust or 

   confidence in God or Christ.  Strongly persuaded in.
The Evidence of one so Filled with FAITH
- being open and receptive to truth and grace.
- being unusually zealous and active in proclaiming Christ.
- readily overcoming hindrances and relying on Divine help .
- continues on in his work, consecrating himself wholly to it.

- being earnest in service.
Faith evidently kept very near to Stephen the vision of the exalted Lord.

II. A Man of Power, vs. 8
- “full” = see above.
- “power” = dunamis = strength, power, ability.
The Evidence of one so Filled with POWER
- the influence of his personal character.
- his indomitable energy and perseverance.
- his stores of scriptural knowledge.
- his intellectual gifts.
- his unanswerable arguments.
Men could not resist the “wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke.”

III. A Man Moved by the Holy Spirit, vs. 8,10
- “great” = megas = on a grand scale.
- “wonders” = a prodigy, a portent.
- “miracles” = unusual occurrence transcending the 
   common course of nature – validates the message and the 
   messenger.
     The Evidence of one so MOVED by the Holy Spirit
- endowed with special gifts. 
- called to a special work.
- suitably enriched and inspired for that work.
Where there is full consecration of heart, and an entire openness of life, there the Holy Spirit will come, making the man his agent, and assuring to his labors full success.

IV. A Man of Countenance, vs. 15 (2 Cor. 3:7-8)
- “face” = appearance.
- “been” = as it were, like as, as though.
- “angel” = messenger of God.
- testimony to the purity and angelic character of Stephen.
         The Evidence of one so Glowing in COUNTENANCE
- strives for the higher Christian graces in life.
- walks in the light as He is in the light.
As sin makes its sad and shameful traces on the frame, so purity, faith, love, devotion will make the face to be aglow with heavenly light.
V. A Man Before His Time

- Stephen paid the penalty which usually comes to those    

  whose thoughts and teachings are in advance of their age.
          The Evidence of one so BEFORE Their TIME
- being unusually zealous and active in proclaiming Christ.
- giving your life for the gospel.
He is a sublime example.  His brief life is an abiding witness.  Being dead, he speaks with a martyr’s voice, bidding us do noble things for Christ, and trust Him to give us strength for the doing.
● Acts 1:8, “witnesses” = martus = one who is a spectator of anything,   

                      those who after his example have proved the strength and 

                      genuineness of their faith in Christ by undergoing a violent 

                      death.
Stephen was a “martus” to the death!  That is the true essence of what it means to be a witness!  (English word = martyr).
All followers of Jesus are called to GIVE THEIR LIVES FOR THE GOSPEL!  We are to be “martyrs” for the sake of the gospel!
● Matthew 16:24-28, loving life vs. loving the soul and its reward.

Challenge
1. Are YOU a Stephen?

2. If YOUR life was required of YOU right now, as YOU stand before Jesus would YOU have any regrets?
3. Will YOU devote YOURSELF to whatever it takes to become a person of Faith, a person of Power, a person moved by the Holy Spirit, a person of Countenance, and a person Before Their Time?
4. Do YOU love YOUR life more than YOU love YOUR soul?

5. Do YOU need to surrender YOUR will to Jesus today?
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3 Ways YOU MUST Give YOUR Life for the Gospel





Living Actively proclaiming Christ to others in Word & Deed:


In YOUR family, friends, neighbors, workplace.


In YOUR prayer closet.





Serving Faithfully in Christ’s Church:


Physically                          -   Musically


Financially                         -   Socially


Prayerfully                        -   Spiritually





Submitting Always to God’s Word & God’s Leadership:


Be faithful in study of God’s Word (2 Tim. 3:15).


Be humble in attitude before our awesome God 


      (Is. 66:2).


Be supportive and prayerful of God’s Leaders 


      (Heb. 13:17).











