Every Follower of Jesus Christ Should Live Uprightly before God AND Believe God’s Leading!
Luke 1:5-23 Discloses Two Positives we Should Strive for and One Negative to Flee from in the Life of Zechariah:
I. He was Upright in his Devotion, vs. 5-7
A. His Heritage – descendants of Aaron, vs. 5.
B. His Behavior - “Upright” = him whose way of thinking, feeling, and acting is wholly conformed to the will of God, and who therefore needs not to put or set right the matters of the heart or life, vs. 6.
C. His Heart – “Blameless” = deserving no censure, free from fault or defect, vs. 6.
II. He was Upright in his Service, vs. 8-10, 22-23
A. He answered the bell when his turn came to serve, vs. 8.
B. He did whatever was asked of him, vs. 9.
C. He fulfilled his duties even in hardship, vs. 22-23.
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Every Follower of Jesus Christ Can and Should Live Upright Lives before Their LORD!
Is it possible to live upright lives before God and battle with Unbelief?
III. He was Unbelieving in his Faith, vs. 11-22
A. The reality of the Spirit Realm, vs. 11.
B. The reality of “heard” prayers at the Throne of God, vs. 13, 19.
C. The reality of the heavenly message, vs. 13-17.
D. The reality of the Zechariah’s unbelief, vs. 18.
E. The reality of the heavenly messenger, vs. 19.
F. The reality of the heavenly messenger’s power, vs. 20.
The appearance of Gabriel, the transparent honesty of his words, the holy place, the whole circumstance of the vision, ought to have assured Zechariah and rebuked his unbelief!  
After four hundred years of silence, a message has come again from God; surely it should have been believed!  But No!  Zechariah asks for a sign.  Did he not remember Abraham and Sarah?  Isaac and Rebecca?  

His unbelief was criminal!  He deserves a chastisement!  The demand for miracles by some even today is just as unreasonable!
Eight TRAGIC Results of Unbelief
1. Spiritual Silence – do not hear from God, 1 Sam. 3:1.
2. Silent and not able to SPEAK for God!
3. The closed heart is followed by closed lips!

4. Discouragement, Disillusionment, and Despair.

5. We limp, crawl, when we should walk and not be weary!

6. We become Religious instead of Relational.
7. The Church of Jesus Christ grows more impotent each passing day!

8. Countless souls lost to the fervent fires of Hell and an eternity separated from God!
Lord, increase our faith!

Unbelief is sin; it is CRIMINAL and must be dealt with!  Unbelief must be confessed and repented of and come under the authority of the blood of Christ. Unbelief MUST be dealt with before faith can even begin its work. So with this understanding it really can free you to identify exactly where you are in acting on the vision God has place in your heart.
Why Repent of Unbelief?

1. So God can fulfill His Dream for YOU.
2. So YOU can experience the Ultimate God has for YOU.

3. So YOU can enjoy a deeper understanding of God.
4. So YOU can see the UNSEEABLE!
5. So YOU can move the UNMOVABLE!.

6. So YOU can think the UNTHINKABLE!

7. So YOU can watch God do the IMPOSSIBLE!
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The Remedy for Unbelief
1. Repentance

2. Confession         waiting on God, vs. 57-64, 67-79.

3. Praise
“For His anger lasts only a moment, but His favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.” Psalm 30:5
Zechariah, Upright but Unbelieving
Luke 1:5-23
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How to Live Uprightly in God’s Eyes:


YOU must have the heritage of those who fear His name (Psalm 61:5).


YOU must be born again (John 3:3).


YOU must conform YOUR mind, feelings, and actions in 100% accordance with God’s will (Romans 12:1-2).


YOU must follow God’s commandments blamelessly (2 Tim. 2:15).











