Every Christian CAN and SHOULD live life FILLED to the BRIM with the HOLY SPIRIT.
5 Questions to Ask Yourself

1. Have you ever found yourself begging, bargaining, and pleading with God for some spiritual change in your life?

2. Have you ever worked hard in order to please God so that He’d give in to your request?

3. Have there been times that you’ve felt it was your responsibility to wait on God to fill you with His Holy Spirit?

4. Have you ever experienced the frustration of desiring to be filled with the Spirit but not knowing how to go about it?

5. Have you come to the place in your life of total dependence and total surrender to God, thus making it possible for the Holy Spirit to maximize His work in your life?

How can I live my life Filled to the BRIM 

with the Holy Spirit?

I.   By Understanding the Difference between the 
     Baptism of the Spirit and the Filling of the Spirit.

       a. What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit?

           - It is the Spirit’s work of uniting us with Christ – spiritually 

             identifying us with Christ’s death, burial and resurrection 

             (Rom.6:3-5).

           - It is the Spirit’s work of incorporating us into the universal church 

             (the “body of Christ” – all church age believers – 1 Cor.12:13).

           - In each believer it occurs once and for all at their conversion
             (1 Cor.12:13; Gal.3:26-28).

           - In history it is limited to church age believers (predicted – Acts  

             1:5; accomplished – 1 Cor.12:13).

        b. What is the filling of the Spirit?.

           - The “filling of the Spirit” describes the crucial work of God 
             enabling the believer to live a transformed life. The only way we 
             grow spiritually is by the empowering work of God (1 Peter 1:3). 
             It is specifically the ministry of the Holy Spirit that gives a 
             Christian the capability of change and growth in righteousness 
             (Rom. 8:13). 

II.  By Realizing we are Absolutely Helpless and 
     Hopeless Apart from the Empowerment of the Holy 
     Spirit.
            - Spiritual growth is a issue of control. We are either controlled by 

              our self-centered flesh or by the Holy Spirit who indwells us 

              (Rom.8:4-11; Gal.5:16,17). 
            - Ephesians 5:18 describes this controlling/empowering ministry of 
              Spirit as the “filling” of the Spirit. “Filling” is a metaphor 
              (picture) of control. We can be filled/controlled by fleshly      

              desires (like alcohol) or be filled/controlled by the Spirit 
              (Eph.5:18).  Imperative Word Mood – it is a command!
            - Although it’s the Spirit’s power that is at work, the believer 

               must choose to be controlled/empowered by the Spirit. It is a 

               command to “Be filled” and likewise to “Walk in the Spirit” 

               (Gal.5:16).  The Spirit’s presence is permanent (indwelling) 
               but we must repeatedly choose to yield to God to experience 
               the Spirit’s transforming power to change and grow us 
               (filling). In actual experience, “walking in the Spirit” or 
               “being filled with the Spirit” means living the Christian life 
               (facing temptations, making decisions, etc.) with a conscious 
               dependence on the Holy Spirit. He is the one who enables us 
            – producing godly “fruits” (Gal.5:22,23).


III. By Completely and Desperately Surrendering Our 
      Will to His Will.
            - We can’t totally surrender our wills until we are  

              totally convinced we are in a helpless and hopeless 

              situation.  
            - Until we give up, we aren’t in a position to be 

              helped.  We will work against Him rather than with 

              Him.  

            - Surrender to His will follows the surrender of our 

              own.

IV. By Walking in the Light You’ve been Given - No More, No   

     Less.  (Phil. 3:12-16)
A. Press on (vs. 12; 14) = seek after eagerly, earnestly endeavor to acquire, run swiftly in order to catch
B. Forget what is behind (vs. 13) = give over to oblivion, no longer care about
C. Live according to what has been attained (vs 16) = what has been arrived at, what has come to you

Are YOU:
             Faithful – a diligent seeker of God; His Words,   

                                  His Ways, and His Will                                  
             Immersing – sold out to whatever He says                                 

             Leaning – totally dependent and surrendered to Him                                

             Leaping – Willing to boldly go wherever He may lead
             Engaged – a student and a proclaimer of His Word                                   

             Disciple – a follower, a denier of self  
If YOU are waiting on God to fill YOU,

Stop waiting!  He’s waiting on YOU to Understand, to Depend on Him, to Surrender, and to Obey Him!
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Be Filled to the BRIM with the Holy Spirit!

[image: image2.jpg]



June 28, 2009

Cumming Community Church

www.cummingcommunitychurch.com
DEPENDENCE





UNDERSTANDING





SURRENDER





OBEDIENCE








