Every Person MUST Save Themselves from this Corrupt Generation!
How do YOU do this?

Acts 2:22-41 gives us Three Imperative Actions that MUST take place if YOU will save yourself from this Corrupt Generation.
I. By BELIEVING Jesus is who God said He was 
         (vs. 22-23)
          A.  He was proven by:

· Miracles = “dunamis” – strength, power, ability
· Wonders = “teras” – unusual occurrences
· Signs = “semeion” – that which distinguishes from            

                                   others and is known by
     ▪ John 3:2
II. By COMMITTING to Your Heart that God Raised him from the Dead (vs 24-37)

· “impossible = “a / dunatos” = no, absolutely no power
     ▪  you have to do this or you cannot be saved! 

        Romans 10:9-10
     ▪ Jesus was raised and so shall be His followers

        Psalm 16:8-11; 1 Cor. 15
     ▪  If Jesus was not raised then our faith is in VAIN 1 

        Cor. 15:14
III. By REPENTING in Jesus’ Name (vs 38-41)

· receive forgiveness of sins
· placed into the Body of Christ (baptized)

· receive the Holy Spirit
Two-fold Promise (vs. 39)

1. Pardon for the Past
2. Power for the Present
    “Baptized” = “Baptizo” (vs. 38)

1. to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk), to overwhelm
2. to cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make clean with water, to wash one's self, bathe 

The clearest example that shows the meaning of baptizo is a text from the Greek poet and physician Nicander, who lived about 200 B.C. It is a recipe for making pickles and is helpful because it uses both words. Nicander says that in order to make a pickle, the vegetable should first be 'dipped' (bapto) into boiling water and then 'baptised' (baptizo) in the vinegar solution. Both verbs concern the immersing of vegetables in a solution. But the first, (bapto), is temporary. The second, (baptizo), the act of baptising the vegetable, produces a permanent change. When used in the New Testament, this word more often refers to our union and identification with Christ than to our water baptism. e.g. Mark 16:16. 'He that believes and is baptised shall be saved'. Christ is saying that mere intellectual assent is not enough. There must be a union with him, a real change, like the vegetable to the pickle!

- Bapto – Luke 16:24; John 13:26; Rev. 19:13
Vs. 38 - "For"-  could have two meanings. If you saw a poster saying "Jesse James wanted for robbery", "for" could mean Jesse is wanted so he can commit a robbery, or is wanted because he has committed a robbery. The later sense is the correct one. So too in this passage, the word "for" signifies an action in the past. Otherwise, it would violate the entire tenor of the NT teaching on salvation by grace and not by works.
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Vs. 38 & 39 should read = Because your sins have been forgiven in Jesus, repent, be baptized (placed into the Body of Christ by the Holy Spirit), receive the gift of the Holy Spirit!
WHY?

          1.  The promise is for YOU
     2.  The promise is for YOUR children
          3.  The promise is for EVERYONE who calls on the name 
               of the Lord!
CONCLUSION to the WHOLE MATTER

Vs. 36 - Jesus is Lord and He is the Messiah!
2 Responses

Vs. 37 – “they were cut to the heart” = to prick, to pierce, the 

              idea of extreme sorrow and pain.
CONVICTION!
Response 1 – vs. 41 = “accept the message”– separate from the   

                    crowd and take it to be your own, lay hold of, to  

                    seize.

Response 2 – vs. 41 – reject the message – remain in the crowd  

                   and do what the crowd does, be what the crowd is, 

                   go where the crowd goes -  and die in your sins.

              Critical
             Religious
                Onlookers
                    Who
                        Deny
Self-Evaluation
         1.  Does YOUR life demonstrate merely an intellectual 

              assent in Jesus with no real change taken place?
    2.  Do YOU give evidence of your union with Jesus by living   

         a life of real change?
    3.  Do YOU believe salvation is totally by Grace and not by 

         works?
         4. Have YOU “accepted” the message and live a life 

characterized by separation from the crowd?

         5.  Do YOU say YOU accept the message but then live like  

              the crowd??
6.  Are YOU saved?  How do YOU know?
How to SAVE Yourself from this
 Corrupt Generation
Acts 2:22-41
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Water Baptism is not required to be saved!


Water Baptism is not required for forgiveness of sins!


Water Baptism is not required to receive the Holy Spirit!














