Every Christian MUST Live their Life in the
 Imperfect Tense if they would Experience
 “The Way it Was”!
How do YOU do this?

Acts 2:42-47 gives EIGHT Examples in the Lives of Early Church Believers to be Followed if YOU Will see YOUR Christian Experience Transformed into
“The Way it Was”!

1. They Kept On PERSEVERING (vs. 42)
-  “continued” / “devoted” = to adhere to, to be steadfastly attentive 

     to, to persevere and not faint, to continue all of the time
             root = force, power, strength, might
A. Doctrine / Teaching (didache)
- that which is taught

                   - the act itself – distinct from other modes of public 

                     speaking

                  root -= to learn
	The Act of Teaching
	The Result

	Instruction is Imparted
 Doctrine is Instilled

Explanation is Expounded
	That which is Taught is Enjoined in the Person


B. Fellowship (koinonia)
- association, community, communion, joint    

  participation, intercourse, intimacy

- the share one has in anything
                  root (koinos) = to be partners in a thing, to have in common
C. Breaking of Bread
- refers to the celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Root = to raise up, lift up, elevate, to draw up, to take upon oneself and carry what has been raised up, to bear.
D. Prayer (proseuche) – prosecuting prayer
- prayer addressed to God
                   - a place set apart or suited for prayer


The Results of their “Keeping On” in these FOUR Ways
2. They Kept On DOING (vs. 43)
- Great Signs & Wonders were performed by the Apostles over and  

   over again (vs. 43)

            - “signs” = unusual occurrences transcending the common course of 
                nature

a) distinguishes a person from others

b) authenticates the message as being from God

3. They Kept On in ONE ACCORD (vs. 44, 46)
- believers” – pisteuo = to be persuaded of, to place 

  confidence in.
  ● used in the N.T. of the conviction and trust to which a man is 
     impelled by a certain inner and higher prerogative and law of 
     the soul

  ● to entrust a thing to

- “One Accord”/ “Together” = homothumadon

Used 10 of it’s 12 N.T. occurrences in Acts. Helps us understand the uniqueness of Christian Community.  Describes a number of notes that are sounded, which while different, harmonize in pitch & tone. As the instruments of a great concert under the direction of a concert master, so the Holy Spirit blends together the lives of members of Christ’s Church.
4. They Kept On SHARING (vs. 44)
- “had all things in common” – refers to clothes, possessions, and   

    relationships.
            Root = “common” = koinos = denotes unity
5. They Kept On SELLING Their  Possessions vs. 45)
“possessions” = properties, lands, estate
6. They Kept On PARTING with Their Goods (vs. 45)
“parted” = to cleave asunder, cut in pieces, to be divided 

                  into opposing parts (c.f. Acts 15:39)

“goods” = wealth 
7. They Kept On LOOKING for those in Need (vs. 45)
8. They Kept On FELLOWSHIPPING (vs. 46, 47)
- “gladness” = exultation, extreme joy
Root = leap, to spring up, gush up – of water bubbling at the spring.

- “sincerity” = simplicity, singleness

- “heart” = kardia = the seat of: affections, emotions, passions, 

                               sensibilities, desires, appetites

- “praising” = extol, sing praises in honor of God, to vow

THE AWESOME CONCLUSION TO IT ALL


[image: image1]
PRAISE THE LORD ALMIGHTY!
“The Way it Was”

Acts 2:42-47
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Psst, hey, have YOU heard about
the way it was in the Early Church?
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Because they “Kept On”, the Lord “Kept On” “adding to the church those who would be saved” (vs. 47).





“Lord” = kurios = the possessor and disposer, the owner, 


              one who has control of a person, master, the 


              title of honor expressive of respect and 


              reverence which servants greet their master.





 Imperfect Tense- He Kept On adding to the church!


“Added” = to join to, to set aside, to set in place.





“church” = ekklesia = an assembly, gathering of citizens called     


                 out from their homes, called out ones.


“saved” = sozo = to save, keep safe and sound, to rescue from 


               danger or destruction.








Three requirements


a quiet time


a quiet place


a quiet heart








The imperfect tense generally represents continual or repeated action. Where the present tense might indicate "they are asking," the imperfect would indicate "they kept on asking." 














