Every Christian MUST Live their Life in the
 Imperfect Tense if they would Experience
 “The Way it Was”!
How do YOU do this?

Acts 2:42-47 gives EIGHT Examples in the Lives of Early Church Believers to be Followed if YOU Will see YOUR Christian Experience Transformed into
“The Way it Was”!
[image: image3.jpg]



1. They Kept On PERSEVERING (vs. 42)
A. Doctrine / Teaching (didache)
B. Fellowship (koinonia)
C. Breaking of Bread
D. Prayer (proseuche) – prosecuting prayer
The Results of their “Keeping On” in these FOUR Ways
2. They Kept On DOING (vs. 43)
3. They Kept On in ONE ACCORD (vs. 44, 46)
4. They Kept On SHARING (vs. 44)
5. They Kept On SELLING Their  Possessions vs. 45)
6. They Kept On PARTING with Their Goods (vs. 45)
7. They Kept On LOOKING for those in Need (vs. 45)
8. They Kept On FELLOWSHIPPING (vs. 46, 47)
THE AWESOME CONCLUSION TO IT ALL


	The Way it Was
	The Way it Is

	PERSEVERED – devoted
	PROCRASTINATE – put off 

	The Results

	PERFORMED God’s Word

· powerful

· effective

· life-changing


	PARALYZE God’s Word

· powerless

· ineffective

· impotent

“They have the appearance of godliness but deny the power thereof”  2 Timothy 3:5

	One PERSUASION
· belief

· behavior
	Multiple PERSUASIONS
· belief

· behavior

	PORTIONED out everything
· clothes

· relationships

· properties

· estates

· wealth
	PILE Up, PROMOTE POSSESSION
· clothes

· relationships

· properties

· estates

· wealth

	PROSPECTED for those in need
· explore

· investigate
· probe
· inquire
· sift
	PRECLUDE those in need
· prevent

· rule out
· stave off
· avert
· deter

	The Result

	PROSPERED
        Personally

· selfless

· glad

· praising

· sincere

· in favor with others

        Collectively

· spiritual growth

· numerical growth
	PHLEGMATIC
Personally & Collectively
· apathetic
· stoic

· indifferent

· unconcerned

· lethargic

· sluggish

· necrotic

Posers, Phony, Pseudo
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7 Suggestions to Help YOU live “The Way it Was”

1. Understand YOU cannot live this way in YOUR own power.
2. Humbly commit YOURSELF with the greatest effort YOU have ever given to anything in YOUR entire life to the study of the Scriptures, the fellowship of the Saints, to the remembrance of the Lord’s Supper, and to prayer.
· Do YOU have a quiet time?

· Do YOU have a quiet place?

· Do YOU have a quiet heart?
3. Ask counsel from YOUR Spiritual Leader(s) to teach YOU how to study God’s Word, how to practice “koinonia” fellowship, why commemorating the Lord’s Supper is so important, and how to really pray.

4. Seek out a godly man or woman to come along side of YOU for accountability, support, and to mentor YOU.
5. Ask the Lord to make YOU a “The Way it Was” Believer.  (James 4:2b).
6. Expect YOUR Christian experience to be transformed.
7. Enjoy YOUR journey.
“The Way it Was”

Acts 2:42-47
Part 2

                             [image: image2.jpg]Do I want to live
"The Way it Was"?

Or do I want to live
“The Way it Is"?

See details inside to help YOU
make YOUR decision . . .
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Because they “Kept On”, the Lord “Kept On” “adding to the church those who would be saved” (vs. 47).











1.  Are YOU a “The Way it Is” Christian?


2.  Are YOU willing to do whatever it takes to become a


     “The Way it Was” Christian?


3.  Is the Church YOU attend “The Way it Is” or “The


     Way it Was”?


4.  Will YOU make a commitment TODAY to live “The


     Way it Was” and join a “The Way it Was” church


     and serve Jesus?








The imperfect tense generally represents continual or repeated action. Where the present tense might indicate "they are asking," the imperfect would indicate "they kept on asking." 
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